
NEWS OF ZION LUTHERAN | ANOKA JUNE 2022

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

June 4-5
John 14:8-17

June 11-12
John 16:12-15

June 18-19
Luke 8:26-39

June 25-26
Luke 9:51-62

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed on the following days:
• Set Up Days - June 5, 6, 7 & 8
• Perk Sale - June 8 from 5-6:30 p.m.
• Sale Days - June 9 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. | June 10 from 9 a.m. to noon
• Clean Up - June 10 from noon to completion
Contact Liz Jensen 763-360-4590 for more information on how you can help!



pastor bob shares his expertise!
May 15 | Eisenach, Germany After Martin Luther was excommunicated by the Pope, his 
friends kidnapped him and took him to Wartburg Castle to hide. While there he translated 
the Greek and Hebrew Bible into German! As the people of Germany became better 
educated, they could read the Bible for themselves! Pictured below is Wartburg Castle and 
an original printing of Luther’s translated Bible, with notes by Martin Luther for edits to be 
made in future printings!

Are You Christ-Righteous?
By Colleen Nelson
Have you met a self-righteous person? You know, the individual who is quick to point their finger at people who 
don’t measure up to their extreme moral standards? Perhaps the label High and Mighty comes to mind. I can’t 
image how exhausting it must be to seek moral superiority on a daily basis, relying solely on one’s own accord. 
Talk about setting a goal that is both unrealistic and unattainable. Whew. I’m tired just thinking about it. So, when 
one depends on their own two feet to climb the ladder to principled goodness and fails, what might follow? Often, 
judgment. Not unlike a bully, self-righteous people pass judgment on others in areas they themselves feel inferior; 
it’s human nature. In Romans 2:1 Paul writes, “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone 
else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do 
the same things.” Ah, but I digress. My intent was to write about experiencing righteousness in Christ. In the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:10) Jesus teaches, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied.” Because we are people of Easter, we know the path to living a righteous life is paved 
by the death and resurrection of Christ. Does our belief in the Good News mean our existence will be devoid of 
insecurities, judgmental thoughts and actions? I’m afraid not, but we rest in the knowledge that we are forgiven, 
not perfect. Determining whether we are self-righteous or Christ-righteous is accomplished when we reveal 
who lives at the core of our being. For me, I think of Jesus as the hub in my bicycle wheel of life. Without him, 
the spokes would be all catawampus and my journey curtailed. I consider the Heavenly Father as the spare tire, 
always at the ready for when my life goes flat and I envision the Holy Spirit in front of me, pedaling in tandem, 
even when I forget to ask for assistance.



welcome and worship

JOYA Presents - The St. Olaf Orchestra - June 2 at 7 pm
The St. Olaf Orchestra, conducted by Steven Amundson, will perform at Zion Lutheran Church on Thursday, 
June 2 at 7 p.m. during its 2022 summer tour. The St. Olaf Orchestra is a full symphony orchestra 
rich in international artistry and tradition and known for its enthusiastic and passionate 
performances. Founded in 1906, the 95-member ensemble has been heralded as one of the 
finest collegiate orchestras in the country, and won the 2013 and 2019 American Prizes in 
Orchestral Performances among colleges and universities. This concert is free and open to the 
public through Zion Lutheran’s JOYA Concert Series. Free advance tickets for this concert are 
available by scanning the QR code at the right or online at https://cutt.ly/StOlaf-Zion.

Featured cello soloist at this concert is Amelia Podolny. Amelia is a 
junior biology and Spanish double major from St. Paul, Minnesota who 
plans to attend medical school after graduation from St. Olaf College 
in 2023. Amelia joined her first symphony orchestra at the age of 13 
and has since had the opportunity to perform in the Czech Republic, 
Austria, Cuba and throughout the United States. She currently studies 
with Dr. David Carter, has previously studied with Anthony Ross, and 
performed in master classes for Paul Katz and Norman Fisher. When 
not fighting to hear her cello over her dogs’ snores, Amelia can be found 
leading the St. Olaf Fitness and Bodybuilding Club, baking cakes, and 
crocheting.

Pentecost Weekend - June 4 & 5
June 4 & 5 we will celebrate Pentecost. We don’t share gifts on this day, we don’t hide 
eggs, no one comes to the house, and no big meal is shared with family – but Pentecost 
ranks up there with Christmas and Easter as a high festival! Jesus says in the Gospel of 
John: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” John 14:16–18. And 50 days after Jesus was 
resurrected (10 days after he ascended into heaven), that promise was fulfilled when Peter and the early Church 
were in Jerusalem for Pentecost: “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” Acts 2:1–4.

On Pentecost, we celebrate that we have been given an Advocate to accompany us. Poured out in wind and fire, 
water, wine, and bread, the Holy Spirit abides in and among us. We give thanks that God speaks to each of us, 
no matter our origins, language, or life path. Filled with the Spirit of truth, we go out from worship to proclaim 
the saving power of Christ’s love and the freedom of God’s grace with all the world. I mean, if you think about 
it, we couldn’t celebrate Christmas and Easter without Pentecost! As Martin Luther explained in his meaning of 
the third article of the Creed, “I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ 
my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, 
and sanctified and kept me in true faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian church on earth, and keeps it united with Jesus Christ in the one true faith…” Happy Pentecost!



worship 

Summer Worship Themes
For many in the northern hemisphere summer is a season of vacation. Warm weather and abundant growth make 
for an ideal time to experience the great outdoors. School breaks and relaxed work schedules offer opportunities 
to visit family and friends, and to host guests at home. Some travel farther afield, seeking adventures abroad. The 
lectionary texts this summer offer us a rich variety of themes related to these experiences.

Hospitality and hosting are major themes throughout the summer lectionary. Jesus sends the disciples out to 
preach the gospel, instructing them to be guests in the homes of others (July 2/3). Martha works to host Jesus and 
his disciples, complaining that her sister Mary doesn’t do her share (July 17). What can it mean that God chooses 
to act in the role of guest and calls on believers to do the same? Do we at Zion anticipate the visits of angels in 
disguise? How do we ensure that everyone, guest and host alike, has access to “the better part” (Luke 10:42)?

Those who travel abroad or visit from afar may be interested in how the lectionary texts this summer define 
insiders and outsiders. Numerous gospel readings this season feature healing miracles: the Gerasene demoniac 
and the bent-over woman are two (June 19 and August 21). When Jesus tries to restore healed people to their 
communities, his work is often resisted. Nevertheless, in Galatians and Colossians Paul proclaims that there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, circumcised nor uncircumcised, slave nor free, male nor female. The seminal question 
“Who is my neighbor?” is answered by the parable of the good Samaritan in a surprising way (July 10).

This summer, from our children to our adults, we will all consider where we as Christian people succeed in 
embracing Jesus’ broad definition of neighbor and where we still fall short. Thinking about people of different 
abilities, social locations, ethnic origins, sexual orientations, and gender identities, the community can wonder 
about what it means to be “one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). What work might our communities need to do to be 
able to see each person as neighbor? Do our worship practices, table fellowship, and neighborhood involvement 
build up barriers or tear them down? When breakdowns in community occur, are there pathways to forgiveness 
and restoration? Acknowledging the realities of our sinful world, what challenges might we not be able to 
overcome this side of heaven?

Finally, as farms and gardens produce their bounty, as field and forest verdantly grow, we can embrace Paul’s 
vision, “New creation is everything!” (Gal. 6:15, July 14). Reflecting nature’s abundance, the believer too can use 
the summer to grow and change. Our new life in Christ produces fruit in abundance all year long!

Weekly Worship Opportunities
In-Person & Online

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9:10 am (live)

Cable TV (Cable Ch. 6)
Saturdays @ 5 pm

Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm



grow

Summer Choir
Join us for Summer Choir June 19, July 17, August 7 and August 28. We will meet at 8:15 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall or Choir Room (TBD) and then sing at the 9 a.m. worship service. We will be singing very easy, fun songs and 
this will be a good opportunity for new or busy people to give choir a try! Questions? Contact Dr. Jon Campbell, 
Director of Music and Worship jcampbell@zionanoka.org.

Join Us for Summer VBS
At “Who Is My Neighbor?” we learn how God blesses us and our 
neighbors, and how we can help fulfill God’s promise for a just world 
where all are fed. Every day we explore the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan and a different place in our global neighborhood!

Ages: Age 3-Gr. 5 completed 
Dates: June 27-30 (Mon-Thurs) or July 11-14 (Mon-Thurs)
Hours: 9 a.m.-noon
Registration Fee: $30 Register two weeks in advance by scanning QR code or clicking on link below.

Register Now for Summer Camps
“We love because God first loved us!” 1 John 4:19
Join us for a variety of kids camps and family events for kids from birth through 
Grade 5, and explore what it means to love God and love our neighbor!

• Zion Sports Camp - July 25-28; Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m.-noon, Gr. K-5
• Camp Create It - Aug 8-11; Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m.-noon, Gr. K-5
• Mini Camps for Mini Kids - Wed., June 1 “Rainbow Adventure”; Tue., June 14 “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood”; Thur., 

June 23 “Beach Bash”; Tue., July 19 “Queen Esther”
• Picnic + Paint Family Nights - June 15 and Aug 3; 5-7 p.m. All are welcome!

For full descriptions of each camp check out the Zion Kids and Families Summer 2022 Brochure 
located in the Document Center at www.zionanoka.org. To register scan the QR code at the 
right or online at https://www.zionanoka.org/upcoming-events/. Please register two weeks 
in advance!

All interested children may attend our summer day camps, so please invite your neighbors and 
friends! To request a cost reduction, contact Pastor Mike Rueckert mrueckert@zionanoka.org.

Thank You Zion Kids Volunteers
An enthusiastic “Thank You” to all the volunteers who made Kid City, 
Tot Town and Whirl Wednesdays a huge success this year. We are 
blessed by your support and the tremendous difference you make in 
the lives of God’s kids!



care

Baptisms
May 1 - Arthur 
Anderson
May 15 - Holden 
Kirkeeide
May 22 - Bennett 
Haugen

Ken & Sandy Benson
Kathy Woods
Shirlie Johnston
Cara Fish

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

about our people
Deaths
Connie McCormick
Albert Jorgensen
Dana Haubrick
Jeannette Wolfgram
Elbert Bowlby
John Klund
Patrick Wimmer

Bev Fraser in memory of Anice Brown
Bev Fraser in memory of Jim Fraser
Darlene & David Holmes in honor of 64th wedding anniversary
Carol Mann in memory of Roger & Craig Mann
Mike & Cindy Pipenhagen in memory of Cindy’s mom’s birthday
Ken & Sandy Benson in memory of Norma Clark
Jean Olson in memory of Olaf Olson
Sue Gardiner in memory of Jeffery Owen Gardiner

Home Communion
One of the most important ministries at Zion is reaching out to our homebound members, helping them to 
be a part of our Church even if they can’t make it to our building. We do this in many ways (our radio and Cable-TV 
broadcast, livestream, our Visitation Minister Ken Johnson, our monthly newsletter “The Herald”, providing 
monthly services at assisted living facilities). Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that 
we connect with our homebound members. We have a team who currently provides this ministry. If you or a 
family member are interested in a visit please call the church office at 763-421-4656.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know.

Radio Broadcast Changes on BOB-FM
Two years ago at the beginning of the pandemic, Zion initiated the radio broadcast of our Sunday morning service
every Sunday morning at 9:10 a.m. on BOB-FM radio. This has become an effective outreach ministry of our
congregation, but like many things, the cost of the weekly broadcast has gone up by 25% since its inception. In
order to continue the radio broadcast, Zion’s radio broadcast will be 30 minutes and will air through the sermon 
each week. We are pleased that we have found a way to continue the broadcast that is financially sustainable. 
Thank you to all who continue to support the BOB-FM broadcast with special gifts and memorials.

New Members
Lisa and Mark Hayek
Jerry Leininger

Weddings
April 30 - Shelly Martin 
& Roy Johnson

Dan & Sue Dehnicke
Craig Bakken
Lois Peterson
Kristine Johnson
Lyle & Marlene 
Willock

Deaths
Gary Hansen
Norma Hart
Norma Clark
Carol Wangsness
Leonard (Rick) 
Johnson
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Zion Equity Team - Who Is My Neighbor?
Over the past year and a half, Equity Team members have been reviewing 
ways that can strengthen and renew our relationship to God and to others 
and have come up with a plan to get to know our neighbors within Zion and 
in the neighborhoods surrounding Zion. Let’s get together!

Come and meet your Zion neighbors!

You are invited to join us on Sunday, June 12 at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall to get to know your Zion neighbors. We have lost the art of small talk and it’s time we learn how to get to 
know one another! Is there someone that you’ve sat by in worship for years but still don’t know that well? Let’s 
change that! We will start with some introductions and then find someone you want to know better and share! 
Our Equity Team, as part of the Faith Practices, Neighboring Practices initiative will be doing a neighborhood 
listening campaign this summer for our Zion neighborhood and want to share that with you and invite you to join 
us for those other events. So grab a donut and some coffee and come meet your Zion neighbors.

Next, come meet neighbors in the geographical neighborhoods surrounding Zion!

Come meet neighbors after our 2 years of isolation! Members of the Equity Team will personally invite neighbors 
who live in the geographical areas surrounding Zion to an ice cream social in the park on Wednesdays, June 22, 
July 27, and August 24 at Akin Park in Anoka from 6 - 8 p.m. The agenda is simply to get to know our neighbors—
that’s it. Zion members who want to come are welcome. Good listeners are needed!

Habitat For Humanity
Zion will once again be working with Twin Cities Habitat For Humanity in the summer of 2022. We have been 
approved by Habitat for a Blitz Week Build from August 1 to August 5. Last year we were restricted to 8
volunteers per day because of COVID, but this year we will be allowed to have a maximum of 12 volunteers per 
day. Our project this year will be a rehab of a house in Coon Rapids. We will send more information later 
regarding sign-ups and the location of the house. Over the years since about 1994, Zion has made a significant 
impact on affordable housing in our wider community by both our financial support and our hands-on labor of 
love in this vital ministry. Thank you so much for your past and ongoing support. If you have questions please call 
Bill Norquist at 763-421-1630 or Sylvan Flaten at 763-421-6607.

Habitat 2021
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

pre-k news

We’ve wrapped up another fabulous school year. We are so thankful to be able to be a part of 
these families’ lives and their early learning experience.


